
Destination Wedding Checklist 
 

Activity Date Status Remarks 
8+ months before the wedding    
Determine wedding date & time    
Decide on wedding theme/style    
Decide on destination and setting for the 
ceremony. Use the Internet or travel agent. 

   

Research on destination weather conditions    
Determine budget    
Determine size of guests and wedding party    
Research on marriage license requirements of 
chosen destination, if required. Request 
application forms 

   

Research other wedding service availability e.g. 
photographer, videographer, baker, florist, caterer, 
makeup artist, hairstylist, musicians at location of 
wedding 
 

   

6 – 8 months before the wedding    
Request information on destination wedding sites, 
and wedding packages from hotels 

   

Engage a wedding planner, if required    
Book destination wedding venues     
Select reception menu    
Decide on who will officiate the wedding    
Develop invitation list    
Select and book photographer/videographer    
Select and book florist    
Select and book caterer    
Select and book makeup artist and hairstylist    
Select and book musicians    
Order wedding cake    



Select wedding attire     
Select wedding rings    
Reserve tents, tables, chairs 
 

   

4-6 months before the wedding    
Finalise compilation of guest list    
Order wedding stationery    
Send out save-the-date notes to invited guests    
Submit forms and documents for marriage license    
Confirm arrangements with 
photographer/videographer 

   

Confirm arrangements with florist    
Confirm arrangements with make-up artist and 
hairstylist 

   

Select groom’s attire    
Negotiate and finalise ceremony and reception 
details with hotels or event planners. Discuss 
backup plan for outdoor wedding. 

   

Negotiate and arrange, ground and air 
transportation (if necessary) for wedding party 

   

Make additional arrangements for honeymoon    
Buy and engrave wedding rings    
Decide on wedding favours    
Select bridesmaids’ dresses    
Select shoes and headpieces 
 

   

2-4 months before the wedding    
Obtain necessary legal documents and approvals, 
including passports and/or visas if traveling to a 
foreign destination 

   

Get necessary inoculations     
Purchase gifts for bridesmaids, best man and 
other attendants 

   



Prepare welcome bags for guests    
Mail invitations out to guests    
Make rehearsal arrangements    
Finalise honeymoon plans    
Purchase favours for guests 
 

   

1-2 months before the wedding    
Final fittings for all gowns    
Make arrangements with airlines (if necessary) on 
gowns handling and transportation to wedding 
destination 

   

Finalise guests RSVP    
Arrange and book hotel accommodation for guests    
Confirm marriage license    
Confirm headcount with all service providers    
Assign tasks to wedding attendants    
Prepare wedding itinerary and programs    
Write thank-you notes as you receive gifts 
 

   

2 weeks before the wedding    
Finalise guest seating arrangements    
Confirm travel arrangements    
Pack your travel and wedding belongings 
 

   

1 week before the wedding    
Pick up wedding attire    
Make sure everyone’s wedding attire is in order    
Review final details with photographer, 
videographer, florist, baker, makeup artist, 
hairstylist, musicians, hotel, transportation and 
officiant 

   

Check the 7-day weather forecast leading to the 
event 

   



2 days before the wedding    
Have trial makeup and hairdo    
Meet with event planner and hotel coordinators    
Have a manicure and pedicure    
Distribute welcome bags and wedding itinerary/ 
programmes to guest rooms 

   

Visit ceremony site 
 

   

1 day before the wedding    
Rehearse ceremony    
Check the next-day weather forecast and make 
last minute changes due to weather if required  

   

Host welcome/rehearsal dinner    
Pass wedding rings to best man    
Meet with your wedding officiant    
Make sure wedding day outfit and beauty needs 
are together and organised 

   

Go to bed early and get eight hours of sleep    
 
Wedding Day 

   

Have something to eat    
Bathe, fix hair and makeup 2-3 hours earlier    
Start dressing, 1.5 hours before the ceremony    
Enjoy the wedding and be flexible about 
everything else 

   

    

 


